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IBBY ANNOUNCES WINNERS
OF HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN
AWARDS

The international Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) has announced the
winners of the Hans Christian Andersen Award for the 2012. The Hans Christian
Anderson Award for Writing was given to Maria Teresa Andruetto from Argentina
while the Hans Christian Anderson Award for lllustration was awarded to Peter
Sis from the Czech Republic. The winners were chosen by a distinguished jury of
international experts.

In awarding the 2012 Hans Christian Anderson Medal for writing to Maria Teresa
Andruetto, the Jury recognized her mastery in writing books dealing with to a great
variety of sensitive topics, such as migration, inner worlds, injustice, love, poverty,
violence, and political affairs. Peter Sis was selected in recognition of his innovative
style.

The jury selected Andruetto from among 27 authors nominated for the Award. The
other four finalists were Paul Fleischman (USA), Bart Moeyaert (Belgium), Jean-
Claude Mourlevat (France) and Bianca Pitzorno (ltaly).

Sis was selected from 30 illustrators nominated for the Award. The other four fi-
nalists were Mohammad Ali Baniasadi (Iran), John Burningham (UK), Roger Mello
(Brazil) and Javier Zabala (Spain).

Each winner received a medal and a diploma presented to them at a gala recep-
tion and award presentation ceremony that will be held at the Science Museum
of London on the 25th of August, during the 33rd International IBBY congress in
London, the United Kingdom.

The Hans Christian Anderson Award, considered the most prestigious award in
international children’s literature, is given biennially by the International Board on
Books for Young People to a living author and illustrator whose complete works
are judged to have made lasting contributions to children’s literature.

ARGENTINA'S GRANDMOTHER
AND CAMBODIA’S SIPAR WIN
THE IBBY-ASAHI READING
PROMOTION AWARD

The International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) has selected the win-
ners of the 2012 IBBY-Asahi Reading Promotion Award. The award, sponsored by
the Japanese newspaper company, Asahi Shimbun, recognizes projects run by
groups or institutions that are making a lasting contribution to reading promotion
among children and young people. Nominations are made by the National Sec-
tions of IBBY, and the winners are selected by a jury composed of members of the
IBBY Executive Committee.

Among the 17 entries submitted, the y ( ‘ i
jury selected the Grandmother Sto- }
rytelling Program run by the Mempo . -
Giardinelli Foundation. This program

trains older people to read stories

to children and promotes reading

among thousands of the poorest

children, many of them living in mar-

ginal communities.

The second winner was SIPAR,
which began as a Franco/Cambodi-
an association in 1982 to help Cam-
bodian refugees during the Khmer
Rouge regime.

The award is given every two years
to two projects, and this year’'s win-
ners received their diplomas and the
amount of $10,000 at a gala ceremo-
ny held during the 33rd IBBY Con-
gress in London on August 23, 2012
at the Imperial College, London.
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1. Start with your paper white side up.
Fold in half then open.

2. Fold the top corner down
to the bottom corner.

3. Fold the two top corners
down to the points shown

4. Fold the uppermost layer
of the bottom corner up a
little way

5. Fold this layer up again, 6. Add eyes and a nose to
from the top of the triangle the dog’s face. If you like you
as shown can even add a tongue!

To make your dog talk, hold the
model by the ears and move back
and forwards shown by the arrows.

ORIGAMI TALKING DOG!

by www.origami-fun.com
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AMANI AL ASHMAWI

WINNER OF THE ETISALAT AWARD FOR ARABIC

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE 2011

In 2011, the Etisalat Award for Arabic Children’s Literature was awarded to Amani Al Ashmawi for
her book Teery ya Tayyara (Fly Away Kite), which was illustrated by Hanadi Sileet and published by
Nahdet Misr, Egypt. We took the opportunity to catch up with the renowned children’s writer for an
interview in which she told us about her writing, her passion for children’s books as well as her call
for those concerned with child development and welfare in the Arab world to redouble their efforts,
as children hold the future of this region in their hands.

Talking about how she first got published, she continues, “l used to listen to a lot of Egyptian folktales as well as tales from other
countries. After he heard me telling one of the stories after | had modified it, Mr Bahjat Otham, the caricaturist and children’s
book illustrator, suggested | write the story down. | wrote four stories from memory, and he provided the illustrations for the

stories. They were published in Alaa-Eldeen Magazine in Egypt.”

Al Ashmawi believes that a children’s authors must not only be proficient in the language in which they are writing but must also
embody the principles and values that they would like to pass on to children through their stories. Authors must also have a
clear vision. They should not get lost within their own texts under the pretext of innovation, so as not to set a bad example for

their readers or confuse them as to the meaning and main ideas of their text.

Speaking about her career as a writer, Al Ashmawi says, “l started writing for children when | was
45 years old. What got me interested was my passion for children books and folktales, a passion |
have had since | was a little girl. As a child, whenever | read or listened to a story, | would revise or
change it and then retell it to my siblings and the children in my family. As | grew older, my love for
stories continued and | went on to read most of the classics.”

She also observed that, in the Arab world, we still need more interest in and support for children’s literature and those working

in this field, so that this sector may develop and good books reach all children.

INTERVIEW WITH THE ILLUSTRATOR OF THE
WINNING BOOK OF THE ETISALAT AWARD
FOR ARABIC CHILDREN’S LITERATURE 2011

HANADI SILEET: DRAWING IS ONE
OF THE FIRST MEANS FOR CHIL-
DREN TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES.
THEY DRAW ANYTHING THEY WANT
USING ANY MATERIAL THEY WANT
ON ANY AVAILABLE SURFACE.

It is without a doubt that illustrations in children’s books have a very important
role to play. They attract children to the book and summarize the events of the
story in a visual way. They also shed light on the setting in terms of time and
place and may reveal important details about the characters.

We sat down with the children’s book illustrator Hanadi Sileet, who had pro-
vided the illustrations to Teery ya Tayyara which won the Etisalat Award for
Arabic Children’s Literature in 2011, and discussed with her the importance of
illustrations in children’s books. She said, “In my opinion, the production of a
good book rests on three pillars: writing, illustration, and publishing. When any
of these are missing, the project is incomplete or unstable.” As for the process
of translating the text into illustrations, “the first thing an illustrator needs to un-
derstand and digest is the written text while the design of characters, the page
layout and the selection of the art material to use come later. In illustrating any
book, the main reference point should always be the child.”

From a specialized point of view, she believes that the individuality of each illus-
trator should be nurtured as each illustrator has his or her own cultural heritage,
life experiences, attitudes, passions, and desires which are poured into their art
and expressed in their style.

Speaking about illustrating Teery ya Tayyara (Fly Away Kite), she said, “What first
drew my attention was the title, taken from the famous Fayrouz song. When |
received the text, | started to research the different types of kites. When | saw
how many different forms existed, | decided to draw the simplest form possible
of a kite. As for the design of Zahraa’s character, the heroine of the story, it was
inspired by a childhood wish of mine, which was to have red hair, the colour of
the sunset.”

In Sileet’s opinion, illustrations are very important in children’s books, particu-
larly in the early years, when children depend heavily on the illustrations to
understand a story. Drawing is one of the first means for children to express
themselves. Children begin by drawing anything they want using any material
they want on any surface available.
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A SELECT GROUP OF WRITERS
AND SPECIALISTS TO ACT AS UAEBBY
AMBASSADORS

The UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY) has chosen a group
of prominent academic, pedagogical and cultural figures active in the field of
children’s literature to act as ambassadors for the UAEBBY inside and outside
the UAE. These ambassadors are expected to raise the status of the UAEBBY,
mainly through publicizing the work of the UAEBBY as well as promoting gen-
eral awareness about the importance of reading and its role in fostering the
welfare and prosperity of nations.

The ambassadors include

Abdulaziz Al Musalam

author, poet as well as heritage and folklore specialist

Asma Al Zaroni

author, poet and educationalist

Dr Latifa Al Najjar

author and Arabic Language professor

W ENGEWARGEVE

children’s book author

Marwa Al Agroubi

children’s book author and Business Development Manager

at Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi’s Executive Office
Nasir Nasrallah

visual artist and children’s book illustrator

Noura Ahmed Al Noman

author, translator, and General Manager of the Executive Office
of Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint Mohammed Al Qasimi
Qais Sedqi

author and publisher

Salha Obaid Al Ghabish

poet, author, playwright, cultural adviser, social activist & TV program writer
Dr Fatima Al Brieky

publisher and professor of Arabic language at the Faculty of Arts
Shamma Lootah

owner of Kan Yama Kan Bookstore specialised in Arabic children’s books
Shaikha Al Mehairi

Head of Library Services at the National Library in Abu Dhabi.

The main responsibilities of the UAEBBY’s ambassadors are to represent the
UAEBBY at local or international public cultural events, including workshops,
conferences, book fairs, reading sessions organized by the UAEBBY and in
the media. In addition, the ambassadors will regularly contribute articles to the
UAEBBY newsletter.
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By Dr Fatima Albreiki | UAE University

Nowadays, children are no longer interested much in reading books, whether
it is their textbooks or any other type of books. Instead, they have become
fascinated with another medium which is has taken over their daily lives and
gripped their interest — the world of technology and digital media.

"~ LITERATURE IN"\"~

% . THE WORLD

o Day by day, we are starting to feel that the children around us are living in one
D OF TECHNOEOG D world while we are living in another. Although we are all living in the same age,

it seems that we, as adults, are decades or even more behind the children of
today and our sense of disconnection with the younger generations is increas-
ing at a rapid rate. Left unchecked, there is a risk that we reach a point where
the gap becomes too great for us to bridge or overcome.

The reluctance of children decades ago to read and their disinterest in books,
about which we used to complain so much, is nothing compared to the disin-
terest in reading that we currently witness as modern technology has invaded
every house and occupies the hearts of young and old alike.

These days, a child’s main concern is to have the latest smart phone or tablet device, unto which an almost unlimited number of games and chat programs are downloaded.
He or she then spends endless hours playing with these gadgets with no real benefit gained.

In the midst of this technological revolution, why is it that those who are truly concerned with child development and children’s literature are not working to develop attractive
applications that give children access to stories, poems or other literary material through these small devices which are constantly in their hands?

The initiative to develop these applications should be taken by individuals and agencies with the necessary expertise and technological competence. This is to make sure that
the applications developed will not serve to deepen the existing gap between children and books instead of bridging it through presenting models that do not speak to the
minds and tastes of children attached to technology and the digital world.

We need to be wise in choosing what material to present to children via these applications. On the one hand, we need to select content that is both useful to and entertain-
ing for children. On the other hand, we need to select suitable methods of presentation. These applications should be interactive so that the child feels that he or she is doing
something and not only passively receiving information. It is only in this way that we ensure that the clock is not turned back to the era of indoctrination and rote learning that
we have left behind.
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WHY DON’TARAB CHILDREN READ?

Reading is vital to the intellectual development of children in their early years, so the question that needs to be
asked here is: Where does reading fit in the daily routine of Arab children? This raises further questions about how
aware children are of the importance of reading and what can be done to promote this awareness. It also leads us
to wonder about how effective practices or programs currently in place in our homes, schools or organisations are
in encouraging children to become interested in reading.

Many experts agree that Arab children are reluctant to read or simply not interested in books, especially in compari-
son with their Western peers, and give different reasons for this reluctance and disinterest. What do you think?

We want to know your opinion: What are the reasons why Arab children do not read? Why do they lack passion and
enthusiasm for reading and books?

Please send us your comments and opinions to this e-mail: info@uaebby.org.ae
We will go through all your comments and select some to appear in the coming issue of the UAEBBY newsletter.
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HOW TO GET YOUR CHILDREN TO LOVE
READING: IMPORTANT TIPS FOR PARENTS

To encourage children to read, we need to begin at home. Parents should become aware of the benefits of reading for the intellectual
and personal development of their children and try to get acquainted with the different ways they can inspire their children to love books.

In each edition of our newsletter, you will find in this corner a set of tips for parents who wish to encourage and inspire their children to
read.

Read aloud to your child

Reading aloud to your children is one of the most important and influential factors in nurturing a love of reading in children, and it
also helps children to develop their linguistic skills. Make reading aloud a fun and intimate part of your daily routine. Try to stick to a
particular time of the day, whether it is before bedtime, before breakfast or at any other time of the day that suits you and your children.

Start with yourself

Before they urge their children to read, parents must be good role models and should read in front of their children. Teaching by example
is always more effective than lecturing your children and telling them what to do. Talk to them frequently about the books you read, the
characters and events you found in these books, and how you have benefited from books. In short, make your child eager to enter the
world of reading and books.

Choose the right time and place

Read to your children when they are ready and willing to listen, so that they do not feel that reading is a chore. Try to stimulate their inter-
est and make them enthusiastic to hear the story. Choose a place that is quiet, with good lighting and away from noise or distraction,
where your child feels comfortable, secure and loved.

Start a home library
Give your home library proper attention, and make sure that it is stocked with a variety of attractive books (with good content). It is these
books will catch your children’s eyes, particularly in their early years, when they are strongly attracted to colorful images and illustrations.



To stimulate children’s literature and recognize creativity in the children’s book industry, the UAE | ‘
E M I RATI AUTH O RS WR ITE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY) launched the 4th edition of the Etisalat Award for 1] ] 1] . | ‘ ') | ’
A . / b
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Arabic Children’s Literature and opened the call for entries from Arab and international publish-

F O R E M I R ATI C H I L D R E N ing houses that publish Arabic-language books for children.

. . . . The award, sponsored by the Etisalat Telecom Company, is worth AED 1 million, making it one i THE ET| ALAT AWARD
The UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY) has joined forces with the Goethe-Institut Gulf Region to support of the most important and the richest awards for children’s literature in the Arab world. The FOR AR ABl C CHlLDREé\lyS
and build the capacities of young Emirati children’s book writers and illustrators in the framework of the ‘Made in UAE - award is given annually to the best Arabic children’s book. /
New Emirati Children’s Books’ initiative. LITER/ATURE LAVNCH ED
The award encourages competition and creativity in children’s book publishing and aims to / // f/
The aim of this initiative is to encourage the development of Emirati children’s books, written and illustrated by Emiratis, recognize excellence and innovation in this field. In order to qualify for entry, books must com- / / / / / / / / ‘
that reflect the cultural values and interests of Emirati children. On the fringe of the Abu Dhabi Book Fair, the award-win- ply with the eligibility criteria of the award. More specifically, the books submitted must be writ-

ning German children’s book author and illustrator, Ute Krause, led two training workshops, one for authors and one for ten in the Arapic language, must be original works (not translated or adapted) and must have

illustrators. The writers and illustrators were then paired up to work together on producing stories that are 100% Emirati.
Six authors that had participated in a previous Goethe-Institut workshop for children’s book writers were selected to pro-
vide texts of children’s books, which were then illustrated by seven Emirati illustrators during the workshop.
During the Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival, the authors had a chance to read their stories to an audience of children
at a special reading while the illustrators showed some of the illustrations they had prepared for the stories.

been published no earlier than three years prior to the year in which the call for entries is being launched. In
addition, entries should not be previous recipients of any local, regional or international awards. Each pub-
lishing house is entitled to enter a maximum of three titles.

The winner of the first edition of the award in 2009 was Ana Oheb (I love) written by Nabiha Mheidli, illus-
trated by Nadine Sidani and published by the Lebanon-based Dar Al-Hadaek. In 2010, the winning book
was Al-Nokta Soda (The Black Dot) written and illustrated by Walid Taher and published by Dar Shorouk
in Egypt. Last year, the award was given to the Egyptian publishing house, Nahdet Misr for the book Teeri
Ya Tayara (Fly Away Kite), written by Amani Al Ashmawi and illustrated by Hanadi Sileet. The winner of the
fourth edition will be announced during the opening ceremony of the upcoming Sharjah International Book
Fair in November 2012.

Through initiatives such as this, the UAEBBY is keen to expand the Arabic children’s book canon and encourage the
publication of books that Emirati children can identify with: books with images and characters they can recognize and a
culture and lifestyle they are familiar with.

http://www.etisalataward.ae

A WORKSHOP TO INSPIRE
Gnl=RIFISNASI2 010 SUESESITAR TS LT, 30000 BOOKS FOR CHILDREN IN GAZA

As one of its activities during the Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival, the UAEBBY organized a work- - :
shop for illustrators entitled ‘How to ‘intuitively’ illustrate a Children’s Book’ at the Maraya Art Centre in ] 4 : As part of the Harvest of Knowledge initiative, the UAE Board

Al-Qasba, Sharjah.

The workshop, which was led by Lebanese illustrators and animation artists David Habchy and Joan
Baz, targeted aspiring children’s book illustrators in the UAE.

on Books for Young People (UAEBBY) has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with the Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation for the donation of 30,000
books children in the Gaza strip. These books include titles

published with the support of the Foundation as part of its

The workshop covered topics such as different illustration techniques, character and background de- “- 4 od i ' I Tarjim (Translate) and Oktob (Write) program.

sign, and how the illustrators could develop their distinctive styles. The aim of the workshop was to - :

build a base of talented children’s book illustrators working from the UAE and to provide illustrators in | The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation is do-

the UAE with the tools they need to create the visually stimulating images that are a vitally important B nating the books to support the International Board on Books

aspect of good children’s books. i 1 for Young People’s Children in Crisis program, which aims to
. - provide books to children whose lives have been disrupted

Funded by the Emirates Foundation, the event was one of the main cultural events held on the fringe of - by war, civil unrest, or natural disaster all over the world.

Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival, which takes place every year in the emirate of Sharjah.

Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi, President of the
UAEBBY, praised the Mohammed bin Rashid Foundation for
its initiative, saying, “This initiative will have a positive impact
on the cultural life of Palestinian children and will contribute to
shaping their awareness and ability to integrate in their com-
munity as well as developing their reading skills.”

A WORKSHOP FOR SCHOOL oo v s

tion seeks to provide the right book to the right reader. For
LI BRARIANS WITH GABY HOH M this purpose, it has set aside a collection of both edu-
cational and fiction books that will satisfy the intellectual

needs of children of different ages.

The UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY) collaborated with the Goethe-Institut Gulf Region to organize a train-
ing workshop for school librarians from the emirate of Sharjah, with sponsorship from the Knowledge Without Borders (KWB)
project. The workshop was led by Gaby Hohm, one of Germany’s leading experts on reading promotion.

The workshop was held during the Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival in April 2012 and aimed to introduce the 16 participants,
mainly public schools teachers, to modern reading promotion methods and familiarize them with a variety of tools and mecha-
nisms to inspire in children a love of books and reading.

The workshop’s point of departure was UAEBBY'’s belief that the best way to get children to read is through encouraging them to A FU N D TO P RO M OTE TH E C U LTU R E O F

love books and enjoy reading. Teachers and librarians can do so by using creative and interactive methods that combine fun and

play with reading so that the child will become eager to read and grow up to become a lifelong reader. R E ADI N G AM O N G C H I LD R E N I N C R I S I S AR EAS

The emirate of Sharjah witnessed the birth of the Sharjah IBBY Fund during the 4th Sharjah Children’s Reading
Festival in April 2012, a symbol of the importance of maintaining hope and a belief in a better future even in the
most difficult circumstances. The Fund was launched by the UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY)
and the International Board on Book for Young People (IBBY) and is supported the government of Sharjah to the
amount of one million Swiss Francs over ten years. It aims primarily to raise awareness and promote a culture of
reading among children whose lives have been disrupted by war, crises, poverty or disease.

The Fund aims to cultivate a lifetime reading habit among children and young people through providing them with
books, setting up programs, and organizing training courses for those working in the field of reading promotion.
The Fund serves the region of Central Asia and North Africa.

Following the announcement of the Fund, Sheikha Bodour Bint Sultan Al Qasimi, President of the UAEBBY, said
that Sharjah has been and will continue to be at the forefront of cultural and humanitarian efforts in the region.
She added that the Fund will support the IBBY’s activities in Central Asia and North Africa, help to expand its cur-
rent network, empower different IBBY national sections through providing them with capacity building, guidance
and collections of appropriate and needed books, and will support long term projects that effectively respond to
the needs of children in crisis-hit areas.




The UAE Board on Books for Young P zople
(UAEBBY) is the national section in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates of the International Board
on Books for Young People (IBBY). The
UAEBBY came into being as a direct result
of the efforts of Her Excellency Sheikha Bo-
dour Bint Sultan Al Qasimi, Founder/CEO
of Kalimat Publishing House.

The objectives of the UAEBBY are to en-
courage the publication and distribution
of quality children’s books in the UAE, to
provide aspiring and published Emirati au-
thors and illustrators as well as publishing
houses with opportunities for networking,
exchange and capacity building opportu-
nities, to provide support and training for
professionals working with children in the
field of children’s literature and reading pro-
motion as well as to promote international
understanding through children’s books.
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“CHILDREN ARE A PART OF OUR SOCIETY
AND THE WHOLE OF OUR FUTURE.”

The belief that every child has the right to be an avid reader and a lover of books is at the core of the UAEBBY's vision.
It is vision that permeates everything the UAEBBY does — from events and research to new initiatives. We are passion-
ate and determined to ensure that every child has the opportunity to discover the magic of reading and the unparalleled
wealth that is literature. And it is a passion and determination we share with our parent organisation, the International
Board on Books for Young People — IBBY.

The IBBY is just as dedicated to making sure that every child has the chance to discover the joy of reading today as it
was when it was first established in Switzerland in 1953. Now, with 77 national sections, the IBBY is right there on the
frontlines, running programmes, creating events, and inspiring every one they come into contact with to work together
to bringing children and good books together. Through their support and following their example, we are making it
our mission to bring their ideals, like creating international understanding through children’s books and supporting the
people who create and distribute these books, to life here in the UAE. And to do this takes effort, commitment and
dedication — ideals do not become reality simply through wishing them so.

Reading may indeed be magical, but children’s literature doesn’t just appear with the waving of a wand. It is called
‘investing’ in children for a reason: as any other investment, it requires time, funding, dedication, and the mobilisation
of the community. But by making this investment in our children, we believe we are making an investment in the com-
munity as a whole, one that will pay dividends down the generations. It is both our privilege and our responsibility to do
everything we can to facilitate this mission, and we need the help of writers, publishers, private and public bodies, and
of course, parents too.

To this end, we must encourage families and the community at large to make lifelong reading a core tenet of the edu-
cation of children and provide support to professionals within the world of children’s literature, especially authors and
illustrators, in every way we can. By doing so — and only by doing so — can we nurture what is our children’s greatest
gift: their imagination.

Through this newsletter, we want to create a forum for communicating directly with children and young people and with
everyone who directly impacts them: parents and teachers to name just a few. In this way, we hope this newsletter can
become a conduit, a real productive link, between the Board and the community at large. Only then can we rest assured
that we have met our obligation to invest in our nation’s next generations by ensuring that the relationship between the
child and the world of reading is a lifelong pursuit.

We pray to God to award us success in this noble mission.

Bodour Bint Sultan Al Qasimi
President of the UAE Board on Books for the Young People
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