








Introduction 

Many young people with disabilities cannot read or enjoy a regular book, or they cannot 
find a suitable book among the many publications available. Therefore, they need specially 
produced books or selected regular books of literary and artistic quality that meet their 
special needs regarding design, language, plot structure and pictures. 

It is neither possible nor desirable to make a blueprint of what is a suitable book, because 
young people with disabilities are, like all of us, individuals with very different needs and 
skills. Only a wide choice of books based on profound knowledge of the various special 
needs can, in the end, give young people with disabilities access to books. 

As an instrument for communication and participation, literature has an important role to 
play in the development of our identity and quality of life. IBBY launched this project in 
order to give young people with disabilities the opportunity to enjoy books as others enjoy 
them. 

For the nominations, the IBBY National Sections were asked to cover one or all of the 
following main categories: 

I. Books produced specifically for young people with disabilities, published in 1999
or later

The types of books sought in this category were:

a. Picture books with sign language illustrations

b. Story books with Bliss or pictograms (non-verbal communication systems,
where words and concepts are represented by pictorial symbols)

c. Books with tactile pictures (raised pictures) that blind children can understand,
and tactile/textile books for young people with mental disabilities or multiple
handicaps

d. Special "easy-to-read" books for young people with mental disabilities

General easy readers or easy reader series were not included. 

II. General picture books, published in 1999 or later

When selecting entries for this category, special needs with regard to design,
topics, illustrations and texts had to be considered in combination with artistic
and literary quality. We also stressed the importance of books with a "grown-up"
look that are suitable for adolescents with language disabilities.
We hoped to discover books that inspire joy, curiosity, and imagination, as well as
those that encourage general understanding and special skills, such as language,
visual perception and motor skills.

Ill.General children's books - picture books and stories - about people with 
disabilities, published in 1999 or later 
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